ELECTIONIY Straight-Ticket Voting

PROTECTION ‘II%ITTE You Have the Right to Vote

1-866-OUR-VOTE = www.8660urVote.org

Rumors have been going around the internet about the pitfalls of straight ticket
voting. Here are the facts:

WHAT IS STRAIGHT-TICKET VOTING?
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HOW STRAIGHT-TICKET BALLOTS COUNTED?

The pro es for casting and counting straight-ticket voting vary from state e.

In most state ts all partisan
offices on the ballot."Voting the straight-ticket option does not cast a vote in races for
nonpartisan offices or for referenda and other ballot measures. In North Carolina, choosing a
straight-party ticket DOES NOT include the presidential candidate. A North Carolina voter
must cast a separate vote for president for his or her vote to count.

Generally, when a voter selects straight-ticket and also votes for a candidate in another party
for a particular office, the vote for the specific candidate will be counted and the straight-ticket
vote will not be counted. When a straight-ticket voter also votes for a candidate in the same
party for a specific race, some states will count the specific vote while other states will cancel
the vote as an over-vote.



CAN YOU VOTE STRAIGHT-TICKET AND ALSO VOTE FOR A CANDIDATE
OF ANOTHER PARTY FOR A PARTICULAR OFFICE?

Yes. In most states, a voter who votes a straight-ticket can “split” his or her vote and also vote
for a candidate in another party for a particular office. In these situations, marking or writing in
the name of a specific candidate will cancel out the straight-party vote and count the vote for
the individual candidate.

For offices where there are multiple vacancies, a person who votes straight-party is casting only
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QUESTIONS? PROBLEMS?

Call the Election Protection Hotline at 1-866-OUR-VOTE.


http://www.umsl.edu/~kimballd/kspp02.pdf

