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Members of the Committee, the Lawyers’ CommitteeQivil Rights Under Law (Lawyers’ Committee)
respectfully submits the following statement in ogiion to Senate Bill 956.

In 2000, structural deficiencies in Florida’s elentsystem — problems at the polling place causing
confusion on Election Day, discriminatory voter ges, overly restrictive voting requirements that
blocked eligible voters from casting a ballot —ustrFlorida into the national spotlight. Sincettime,
this committee and Floridians across the state hrked to address the problems that brought naltion
attention to the problems Floridians encounter wiating. Unfortunately Senate Bill 956 threatéms
recreate the problems that voters encounteredf.28lot only would this bill increase the numbgér o
election-related problems on and before Electiop, avould severely— if not completely -- restrtbe
ability of non-partisan programs, like Election f&ation, which solves many Election Day problems,
from providing critical assistance to Florida’s er.

Senate Bill 956 has many provisions that will disamchise an untold number of Floridians. The
Lawyers’ Committee opposes this legislation becdlegrovisions highlighted below will block elidg
voters from casting a ballot and will prevent Fdiosins from taking advantage of critical, non-pairis
services:

« Increasing the solicitation zone to 100 feet framevs standing in line will prevent non-partisan
organizations, like the Lawyers’ Committee and paogs like Election Protection, from
providing crucial assistance to voters on Elechay;

« Requiring first-time voters who register by mailgesent ID before showing up on Election
Day, will add an undue burden on election officiayscreating unnecessary provisional balloting
and will block new voters from the polls becauseythre unlikely to show up twice — first to
verify their identity and second to vote. Alsaistprovision will put an undue burden on those
voters who have work and family obligations thayant them from having a flexible schedule;

* Removing retirement center and neighborhood assoeilDs from the list of acceptable forms
of identification that can be presented to regiated vote, will block our seniors from the polls



and will create another barrier for traditionaligehfranchised voters with no evidence that their
use causes problems;

« Requiring quarterly list maintenance during odd bemnyears, and monthly maintenance during
even numbered years will result in the removalligilee voters and risk the disenfranchisement
of voters that plagued the 2000 election cycle; and

e Stopping the practice of allowing voters who preésdfirmation of a name or address change
less than 29 days before an election to cast daelgallot on Election Day will significantly
increase the number of voters forced to cast aigional ballot, creating further burdens on
election officials, and unnecessarily disenfranehisters.

All of these provisions create a recipe for disastet only for Florida’s voters, but also the naemd
women who work hard to administer the state’s elast

Many of our coalition partners are providing commsesbout why these provisions are bad for Florida
voters and Senate Bill 956 should be struck doWme Lawyers’ Committee would like to focus on
matters pertaining to the solicitation zone. Asitimned before, this provision will effectively ghdown
critical elements of the Election Protection Caalits operations during the early vote period and o
Election Day. Since 2004, the coalition has predigdaluable information, assistance, and support to
voters and election officials across the statelofitfa. The resources the coalition provides tteroon
Election Day have helped thousands of Floridiarss loallots and helped stop problems before theyded
the large-scale disenfranchisement of eligible rgote

What is Election Protection?

Election Protection — the nation’s largest non4part voter protection coalition — was created 02t
monitor and mitigate problems and to help ensuaedh voters have an equal opportunity to partitap
in the political process. Since its inception, toalition and its volunteers have worked year-rowitti
voters, election officials, and non-partisan ciei@agement organizations to protect the rights of
traditionally disenfranchised voters. The diversgtige and reach of the coalition allowed its sasce
More than hundreds of national and local organiretj representing the full spectrum of the elettéora
worked to weave Election Protection into the falofithe historic 2008 election. The diversity,esand
reach of the coalition allowed its success.

During the last three election cycles, Electiont€etion has recruited, trained and deployed ovedEY
volunteers — including over 20,000 lawyers, lanwdstuts and paralegals — to protect the rights of
traditionally disenfranchised voters. One of thenerstones of the program is 1-866-OUR-VOTE, the
nation’s largest voter services hotline which, siits inception, has handled over 500,000 callsfro
voters across the country, including over 240,000nd the 2008 election cycle. On Election Dag th
hotline is complimented by a full-scale deploymehinobile legal volunteers at polling places inimgt
jurisdictions across the country. These fullyrteel non-partisan volunteers provide crucial direct
assistance to voters, help solve problems, ang ceitacal information to local and state election
officials.



The 2008 Election Protection program was the madtitous voter education and protection effort in
history — a robust extension of the coalition’sergbrotection programs in 2004 and 2006. Election
Protection’s network of more than 10,000 traineghlevolunteers fanned out across the country engagi
and assisting election officials, coordinating wettimmunity partners and educating voters throughout
the year. These volunteers provided crucial ongttvemnd support to voters, collaborated with elattio
officials, and, when necessary, litigated, helgimgolve countless problems and preventing
disenfranchisement from coast to coast. Hundredsoefsands of voters who faced barriers to voting
benefited from direct contact with Election Proigels volunteers.

Election Protection Florida 2008

Election Protection received over 13,000 calls fielorida voters seeking assistance in 2008. Tke va
majority of these calls (65% of all reports loggetd the Election Protectionisww.ourvotelive.org
database) dealt with registration problems or mwoisl at the polling place. On Election Day, the
coalition assisted thousands of voters throughceadters in Miami-Dade, Broward and Palm Beach
counties and legal field deployments at targetdiingoplaces in Miami-Dade, Broward, Palm Beach,
Orange and Hillsborough counties.

This comprehensive field and hotline program alldwection Protection to assist thousands of voters
leading up to and on Election Day. We confirmedstegtions and polling places, informed votersof |
requirements, helped poll workers manage long Jiard more. Below is a brief outline of ElectioayD
problems voters in Florida encountered:

* Registration Problems. Overall, 37 percent of the problems Floridians reggabto the Election
Protection hotline involved a registration issue.

» Absentee Ballots. Many voters reported never receiving their absebédlets, despite timely
requests.

» Polling Place Problems. Difficulties with voting machines were prevalent@ss the state on
Election Day, and were the second biggest probkpuoned to the hotline.

 LongLines. Excitement over the election had prompted unprettederegistration and turnout
in Florida. During the early voting period Floridewaited several hours to cast a ballot. On
Election Day the problem persisted in many areas.

Our volunteers both at the hotline and in the figtwtked with voters and election officials to adsre
these problems. Below are a few examples of thedassistance Election Protection field volurdeer
gave at Florida precincts on Election Day:

» At a polling location which had two different practs — one for local residents, and one for
students of a nearby university, the student lias gix hours long, and a lack of communication
had resulted in many local voters getting in themlonger student line. Any local voter who
went to the student line would have had to waitre@nd would likely have had to cast a
provisional ballot that would not have been couriiedause they were in the wrong precinct. Or
they would have to go to the back of the local kmel begin the wait again. Our volunteers at this



polling location were able to direct voters to tdwgrect line, minimizing voter confusion and
ensuring that they were able to cast a ballotwmatid be counted

At the University of South Florida in Tampa, electiofficials had underestimated turnout and
the result was too few machines, an hours-longslared overwhelmed poll workers. After the
Election Protection volunteers notified the Supsoviof Elections of the problems at the precinct,
more machines were sent to the precinct signifigartiucing the wait time for voters.

At another precinct, our legal volunteers becamarawhat the machinery from a roadwork crew
was blocking the entrance of the polling place Emiing voter access to the polling place. Our
volunteers spoke to the crew who removed the machiinom the site and voters were able to
easily enter the polling place.

A precinct tried to close early even though theezawoters still in line. Our legal volunteers
responded first by discussing first talking to gud#l workers and, ultimately, by contacting the
election officials for the district in which the ling location was situated. Fortunately, the
election officials came to realize the illegalitfyabosing the polls early and allowed the voters to
vote. For two of the voters, the 2008 election wedr first. They were so happy to have been
able to cast their vote.

Had SB 956 been in place for the 2008 election;tiele Protection would not have been able to previd
this critical on-the-ground support for voterstagit polling place. Voters would either have waitedhe
wrong line to cast a provisional ballot that wounlat count or had to wait hours longer to vote ouldo
have been denied their fundamental right to vdtegaether. SB 956 is a harmful bill for many reason
but it is particularly dangerous because as itgases the roadblocks to eligible citizens exergiteir
fundamental right to vote. It also takes away toai lifeline for Floridians — the support provitiey
Election Protection field program and other nonpart efforts.



